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Agenda

• Introduction
• Clock Partners
• Language Acquisition 
• English Language Learners
• Disabilities
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Famous People with Disabilities
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I am a Mexican born actress who 
has starred in such movies as How 

to Be a Latin Lover, Grown Ups,  
Frida, From and Dusk till Dawn…just 

to name a few.
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Who Am I?

Salma Hayek
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“I have an accent, am dyslexic, short, 
and chubby. You name it, I have it, 

but I am here.’ 



“air we breathe and the water in 
which we swim”

(Hill & Flynn, 2006, p.1)
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Language



1 in 4 U.S. school children will be 
an English Language Learner in 

the next 20 years.
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Clock Partners

• Find a Partner for
• 2:00
• 4:00
• 6:00
• 8:00

8



Find your 2:00 Partner
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Create Lyrics for this Song.



How is language acquired in 
individuals?
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Theories of Language Acquisition

• Noam Chomsky
• children are born 

with an inherited 
ability to learn 
any human 
language 
(wired).
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Theories of Language Acquisition

• BF Skinner
• children learn 

language based 
on behaviorist 
reinforcement 
principles by 
associating words 
with meanings.
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Language Delays

• Receptive Language
• Use of Gestures
• Age of Diagnosis
• Progress in Language Development

15http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/LateBlooming/



Language Disorders

• Difficulties pronouncing sounds, or 
articulation disorders, and stuttering are 
examples of speech disorders.

• When a person has trouble understanding 
others (receptive language), or sharing 
thoughts, ideas, and feelings completely 
(expressive language), then he or she has a 
language disorder.
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5 Stages of
Second Language Acquisition
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Stage Characteristics Verbs/Questions

Preproduction
Silent Period

1-500 Words
0-6 Months

May produce a few words
Relies on Gestures

Point, Act Out, Label, Match, 
Show,

Yes/No, Nodding

Early 
Production

1000 Words
Additional 6 Months 
One Word Response

Short Phrases

Recall, Draw, Either/Or,
Underline, List, Copy

Speech
Emergence

3,000 Words
Additional 1 Year

Long sentences, Short paragraphs
Grammatical errors

Who, What, Where, When,
Charts, Dialogue, Predict, 

Retelling, Explain

Intermediate
Fluency

6,000 Words
Additional 1 Year
Complex Writing
Speaks at Length

Why, Ask for Clarification, 
Paraphrase,

Compare/Contrast, Analyze,
Interpret

Advanced 
Fluency

Content Academic, Vocabulary
7-10 Years, Near Native Fluency,

Grade-Level Expectations

Opinion
Questions
Synthesize

Adapted from Krashen & Terrell (1983)
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Find your 4:00 Partner
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What is the difference 
between a language issue 

and a disability?
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Some possible clues…

• Have they had the opportunity?
• Still struggling?
• Giving directions?
• Trouble reading English?
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Have we…?

• Provided high quality core instruction?
• Identified a need not met in high quality 

core instruction?
• supplemental intervention (RTI/MTSS)

• Looked at a child study team/problem 
solving team?
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So it’s not…

• Limited English proficiency
• Need for native language development
• Cultural differences
• Lack of opportunity to learn new language
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Anything Else?

• How long?
• Both
• Multiple Settings
• DAP
• Strategies
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Language vs Disability

• Building Connections
• Level of Language and Literacy 

Development
• Prior schooling or prior knowledge 
• Think to Learn
• Properly identify students with disabilities
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ELL and Disability

• Eligible for BOTH special education and 
English as a Second Language (ESOL).

• Services under any one (or more) of the 14 
federally recognized categories.

• Assessed in both their native language and 
English to ensure that any difficulties with 
learning are evident in both languages. 
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Find your 6:00 Partner
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Let’s Practice…
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ELL vs ESE Activity
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What Can We Do?

• Educate ourselves 
• Request support and training
• Review and revisit assessment
• Seek out collaboration
• Update and improve evaluation process
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Strategies for ESE and ELL

• Know who your students are…
• Set high expectations
• Use high quality instruction
• Use Technology 
• Keep Routines
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When We Are Speaking

• Slow down your speech and use shorter 
sentences

• Use as many mediums as possible to 
convey information

• Use think-alouds and think-pair-shares 
when asking questions.

• Use metaphors and imagery for cues.
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In the Classroom

• Create print-rich environments
• Use visual displays
• Create word walls
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What Else?
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Graphic Organizers as 
Assessments
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Guided Notes
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How Do We Assess?

• Rubrics
• Oral Presentations or Performances
• Non-Verbal Assessments
• Written Assessments 
• Portfolios
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Find your 8:00 Partner
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Now that we know, what about 
accommodations for 
ELL who are ESE?
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Accommodations

• English language reference materials 
• Oral response in English 
• Written translation
• Extra Time
• Small Group
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Anything Else?
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When in Doubt…
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Questions?

Dr. Raúl Escarpio
raul@shepherdec.com

CatholicEd4All.com

mailto:raul@shepherdec.com
http://CatholicEd4All.com
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Stay up to Date

Dr. Raúl Escarpio
raul@shepherdec.com

          CatholicEd4ll

          @CatholicEd4All

           raul_escarpio

mailto:raul@shepherdec.com

