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Brief introduction…
Who are we?

Jill Maunz

• Personal

• Career

Mary Highhouse

• Personal

• Career



Purpose…
What are our goals?

Goal 1: To define “inclusion”.

Goal 2: To discuss and see an example of how a school or 
teacher can adapt an inclusive program to fit its resources 
and the needs of beginning students

Goal 3: To identify the value of inclusion for all 
students.



Goal 1: To define “inclusion”.

•Formal definition

•Our inclusion model



• Classroom

• Readiness Skills

• Collaboration 

Goal 2: To understand how we 
made it work.



Labeling



Defined 
centers



Varying toys



• Classroom

• Readiness Skills

• Collaboration 

Goal 2: To understand how we 
made it work.



Readiness Skills
•Motor

•Adaptive

•Communication

•Cognitive

• Social-personal



Motor
• Handwriting Without Tears

• Crafts

• Adaptations



CRAFTS



GROSS MOTOR

Special Olympics

http://specialolympicsflorida.org/what-we-do/young
-athletes/young-athletes-start-a-program/



Adaptive
• Toileting

• Feeding

• Self-Care



Visual Supports



Communication
• Receptive/Expressive

• Circle Time

• Children’s Literature

• Music



Circle Time



Music and Story Time



Brown Bear Music 
Activity



Cognitive
• Adaptations/Modifications

• Embedded instruction

• Play

• Literacy

• Rote Academics



Social-Emotional
• Tucker Turtle

• Emotional literacy

• Problem-solving skills 

• Individual supports



Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations 
for Early Learning

• http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/



• Classroom

• Readiness Skills

• Collaboration 

Goal 2: To understand how we 
made it work.



Collaboration
• OT

• SLP

• PT

• Behavioral Support-including guidance counselors

• Vision Therapist/Orientation and Mobility

• Deaf/Hard of Hearing

• Nurses



Collaboration cont.

• Para-professionals

• Families

• Target goals

• Delivery Models



Communication with 
Families

Monthly Calendars and 
Newsletters





Communication with Families

• Daily Notebooks

• Handouts –resources available

• Behavior Plans

• Conferences

• Family involvement



Goal 3: To understand the value of inclusion.



Brief conclusion… 
Some thoughts



Thank you!
Any Questions???


